THE LAST EMPRESS OF VIETNAM’S LOTUS BOWL
STUNS AT AUCTION SELLING FOR OVER $1.5
MILLION AT KRUSE GWS AUCTIONS
SALE SETS WORLD RECORD AS MOST EXPENSIVE
VIETNAMESE ANTIQUITY EVER SOLD AT AUCTION
The Lunar Year Royal Family Auction on Saturday Brought
Extraordinary Results
Los Angeles, California – January 21, 2020 – On Saturday, January 18, 2020, thousands of
bidders from around the world bid in an extraordinary auction conducted by Brigitte Kruse and
Kruse GWS Auctions. The Lunar Year Royal Family Auction brought astonishing results
including a world-record-breaking final price for century old royal artifacts from the last royal
family of Vietnam. The world-record-breaking firm offered an
extensive collection of some of the rarest artifacts ever offered at
auction. The auction included 325 lots of prehistoric jades and
magnificent porcelains that chronicled the Imperial Vietnamese Royal
family history and pieces used for the Principle Palace Shrine.
In a stunning result, an exquisite 14th
century Celadon Lotus Bowl from An
Dinh Palace originating from the estate of
the last Empress of Vietnam sold for
$1,537.500
The sale marks another
world-record by the famed auction house making it the most ever
paid for a Vietnamese antiquity. The piece sold for well over the
original estimate. The piece had been identified by a South
Vietnam scholar Vuong Hong Sen, the Director of Saigon
Museum, and was sold by Brigitte Kruse, founder and lead
auctioneer at Kruse GWS Auctions. Over 4,000 people watched
online as the Lotus bowl sold. A Qing Dynasty Imperial Floor
Vase commissioned by Nguyen Dynasty Emperor from Jingdezhen Kiln & Tang Ying with
Qianlong Archaic seal mark from a Vietnamese Royal Family sold for $522.750.

Additional highlights included a Vietnamese Emperor Khai Dinh
carved Jade Ink Pad sold for $22,140 and a Vietnamese Van Tho
Palace Bleu Hue Charger sold for $38,350.
The Lunar Year auction also featured exquisite fine jewelry and
iconic designer accessories. Among those highlights was a 36.20ct
GIA Tourmaline 4ctw Diamond 18K Necklace which sold for
$159,900 and a rare Hermes 35cm Noir Novillo Leather Birkin
bag which sold for $22,100.
“As the only auction house to handle Royal artifacts out of the
country of Vietnam, we take the sale of such items very seriously.
The generations of wars and previous conditions in Vietnam makes the survival of these artifacts
so much more significant. The history behind each piece and the exquisite craftsmanship dating
back centuries is magnificent. I can definitely say the adrenaline was running when I took the
final bid on the Empress bowl. I was asked by the royal family to take the mic and sell this piece,
so I made sure to do my best. We respect the Vietnamese people and the culture so much and we
hope they see the honor in our practices. This was a career defining moment for me as a lady in
this industry and it was a powerful moment.” – Brigitte Kruse, Founder & Lead Auctioneer,
Kruse GWS Auctions.
ABOUT KRUSE GWS AUCTIONS, INC.
Kruse GWS Auctions is the world-record breaking auction house specializing in Hollywood
memorabilia, fine jewelry, luxury timepieces, Royal artifacts, affluent estates. Kruse GWS
Auctions also created what is now known as “Runway Fashion Show Auctions.” Founder, and
fifth generation auctioneer Brigitte Kruse was the first woman auctioneer to set Guinness World
Record. She is also a member of the Forbes Los Angeles Business Council. The auction house
has been featured in press around the globe and has sold such notable items as Elvis Presley’s
personal jet, Marilyn Monroe’s black wool dress, Marlon Brando’s Rolex watch, a Royal family
owned one-of-a-kind, diamond encrusted Rolex, Elvis & Priscilla Presley’s mobile home and
much more. Kruse GWS Auctions offers a wide range of global experience in every phase of the
auction business, including research, advertising, inventory management, security services,
liquidations, exhibition management, cataloging and sales. With a dedicated team of experts
worldwide, they offer the highest level of service. The auction house has featured items from
Marilyn Monroe, Prince, Elvis Presley, Steve McQueen, Whitney Houston, Marlon Brando, The
Beatles, and much more. The auction house has also featured iconic fashion designers and
extensive collections of vintage, haute couture. www.gwsauctions.comFollow Kruse GWS
Auctions at www.facebook.com/gwsauctions and www.twitter.com/gwsauctions and
www.instagram.com/gwsauctions and www.linkedin.com/gwsauctions
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